THE SLATER CASE
Slater case was already so rich in riddles that the fresh ones
now raised but added to its existing perplexities. The only
people who were pleased were the police. Questioned in the
House as to what he proposed to do about it, the Scottish
Secretary replied that after careful consideration of the whole
matter he proposed to do nothing.
IV
Nemesis was now free to strike and the blow fell swiftly*
Trench's chiefs had never forgiven him for the disloyalty to
his caste shewn by him in the matter of "Warner's waistcoat,
whereby he spoilt a fine case of circumstantial evidence. The
time had come when, in the vulgar phrase, they could get some
of their own back. On I4th July he was suspended from
'duty; on i4th September he was dismissed from the Glasgow
Police Force. The charge of which he was found guilty was
this: "Communicating to a person who is not a member of
Glasgow Police Force, namely, Mr. David Cook, Writer,
Glasgow, information which he [Detective-Lieutenant Trench]
had acquired in the performance of his duty, and copies of
documents from the official records in the case of Oscar
Slater." Trench's appeal to the Scottish Secretary, reminding
the Minister that the information had been supplied at his
request and, as was understood, under his protection, met
with no response.
When the Great War obliterated all minor wrongs, Mr,
Trench, who had formerly served in the Black Watch, enlisted
in the Royal Scots Fusiliers, and was sent to Stirling, where
his work as drill instructor proved invaluable to the regiment.
He was later appointed Provost-Sergeant of Stirling and
attached to the Brigade Office. Thus, though the Glasgow
police had no use for him, his country was still glad of his
services.
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But even in the national crisis the Glasgow authorities had
not forgotten their private and parochial spite. On the eve
of the regiment leaying for Gallipoli, Provost-Sergeant Trench
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